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RESPView Pathogen Surveillance 2013-2014 

• To date, there are NO influenza isolates confirmed in Geisinger Region or in 
Pennsylvania.  

• We plan to initiate Flu testing Nov 1, 2013. Stay tuned. 
 

10X Essentials 
New Rapid Testing Platforms for VRE  

• Beginning October 1, 2013, the Microbiology 
Laboratory at GMC and GSACH began rapid 
testing for VRE active surveillance. 

Changes to Group B Streptococcus Testing 
• Universal screening for GBS at 35 to37 weeks’ gestation is now recommended in 

all pregnant women, optimal screen method is PCR. 
• Beginning 10/1/2013 Group B strep positives are triaged to susceptibility 

testing as our data documents increases to drug resistance of GBS in our region. 
Rationale:  Susceptibility testing is performed for all positive patients due to 
increasing antibiotic resistance in our region, lack of consistently reliable data to 
identify penicillin allergic patients, and the desire to avoid needleless  
vancomycin prophylaxis (and associated risks) if erythromycin susceptibility is 
unknown. A susceptibility battery (GRBSS-OBL, Group B Susceptibility will be 
automatically ordered by Laboratory Information System (LIS) and performed by 
Microbiology.  

• A susceptibility battery (GRBSS-OBL, Group B Susceptibility will be automatically 
ordered by Laboratory Information System (LIS) and performed by Microbiology. 
Refer to attached GBS FAQ sheet for more information. 

.  
 
Questions: For newsletter questions, contact Christy Attinger at (570) 271-6338 or me.   
Best regards, Donna M. Wolk, MHA, Ph.D., D(ABMM), GML System Director of 
Microbiology
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